
Volcano Essay Name:
Period:

Write a 5-paragraph essay that answers the following questions:

How does plate tectonics play a role in the formation of volcanoes?  How does the viscosity
of the magma determine what type of volcano is formed and the nature of the eruption?

A well-written essay will have a strong introduction followed by 3 body paragraphs.  The
conclusion will sum up ideas presented in the essay.  Use your notes and your unit organizer to
help.

I strongly suggest you create an outline of your essay before starting to write.  Also, use
the rubric provided to help clarify what a good essay should look like.  Turn in to “turnitin.com” by:
__________________
Category 4 3 2 1
Introduction
(Organization)

The intro is inviting, states
the main topic and
previews that structure of
the paper.

The intro clearly states the
main topic and previews
the structure of the paper,
but is not particularly
inviting to the reader.

The intro states the main
topic, but does not
adequately preview the
structure of the paper nor
is particularly inviting to
the reader.

There is no clear
introduction of the main
topic or structure of the
paper.

Accuracy of
Facts
(Content)

All supportive facts are
reported accurately.

Almost all supportive facts
are reported accurately.

Most supportive facts are
reported accurately.

NO facts are reported OR
most are inaccurate.

Focus on Topic
(Content)

There is one clear, well-
focused topic.   Main idea
stands out and is
supported by detailed
information.

Main idea is clear but the
supporting info is general.

Main idea is somewhat
clear but there is a need
for more supporting info.

The main idea is not clear.
There is a seemingly
random collection of
information.

Conclusion
(Organization)

The conclusion is strong
and leaves the reading
with a feeling that they
understand what the writer
is “getting at”.

The conclusion is
recognizable and ties up
almost all the loose ends.

The conclusion is
recognizable, but does not
tie up several loose ends.

There is no clear
conclusion. The paper just
ends.
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